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MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICER IN CHANCE

SUBJECT: Hans Otto Meissner

2. Dr. Hans Otto Meissner was born 4.6.1909 at Strasaburg, Alsatia.
Consul I Class Diplomatic passport.nr. 1997 issued Foreign Office September.
25, 1943; his ;fife Estelle Meissner has a diplomatic passport nr. 28
lofted by the Foreign Office on January 12th. 1942. Paragraph 2 to 6
inalusive represent information obtained from subject.
• 2. Per10134.1 history of Hans Meiesners
june . 4th. 2909 born in StrassbUrg ( A/satia)
1924.29 College Berlin Dahlem
1927 Summer School in England, in Peaslake-Gomahall-Guilferf-Surrey.
Universities in Germanys Heidelberg, Goettingen, Freiburg. 2929-30.31
Universities abroad: Cambridge, Trinity Colleges . Grenoble; Lausanne..
1933 Final Law Examination (Referendar) at Celle. May 1934 Doctor of Law
in Coettingea, after six months law-practice at Werder (Hay.)
February 1914 entered the Foreign Office in Berlin as an unexamined attache.
1935 promoted Attache.
May 1937 Secretary of Legation (Second Secretary)
August 1941 Counsellor of Legation II.Class (Cesandtschaftorat)
Nay 1944 Counsellor of Legation I Class, with the same. grade as consul
I Class.

• 3. Appointments:

1935-1936 German Embassy London (Ambassador von Hoesch)
January 1935-1919 German Embassy Tokyo (Ambassador von Dirksen and last
year Ambassador General Ott)
January-1939 untill outbreak of wars 'German Embassy of London (AMbassador
Yon pirkeen)
March 1940 . June 1941 German Embassy of Moscow (Ambassador Countv.d.
BOhnlenburg)
Dec. 1944- May 1944 Consul and "Third in Commie at the German Consulate
General in Milan.
May 1944, Consul and Assistant in Chief at the Consulate General in Milan.
October 2944 this Consulate was transformed into a branch office of the
German &bassi'.
April 1945 this appointment'practioally ceased to exist.

4. Nature of Work in Diplomatic Services first two years in Berlin
and London all-round apprentice work in all departments. At Tokyo chief
of ProteooloSeotion, Second time ln London, observer of interior polities
and parliamentary sessions. At Moscow, consular departmentvohiefly
ports. At Milan in the first yearlrotecsolewark, German wohOoli university
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lectures. In the second year ell cultural work, exchange.students, guest.
professors, guest-conductors, etc. From Dec. 1943 also partly propaganda.

5. General Activity: the subject founded the well.known "BarbeglanniP
a humorous propaganda magazine, which received 790.000 lire from the German
Embassy. 220.000 copies were published weakly. The director ft. Gapuceie,
personally put another 750.000 lire in it. Subject stated that since German
soldiers were sacrificing their blood on the front and civilians were dying
at home under the bombs, he, being a young man and having the great chance
of not being on the front, felt obligated to carry the fight in every 'say
possible within his sphere to the bitter end against the Anglo-American .
enemies. Sometime between July and November 1941 the subject worked at the
Obetkommando of the Wahrmaoht, Amt/Auslandiabwehr Abteilung Ir a, (the .
German Counter Intelligence Corps) under Colonel lab:moon: The Subject's
duty was to go to damps of prisoners and recruit those prisoners who were
willing to work against their own country. Theae were mostly Georgians, ---
Armenians and some Aserbaidjanese.

6. Mr Henry Dekenux was interviewed regarding the sabject. Delve=
confirmed the fadt that Meissner came from Berlin to Italy about Dec. 1941
as Consul II Class and later promoted to I Class at Hotel Principi Savoie'
in Milan where the German Consulate had its offices. There the subject was
in charge of the Information and Propaganda branch of the Coa gulate, his
duties including the publication and distribution of leaflets and reoently
the newspaper oBarbaSisamd" a humorous propaganda paper. Delvauz reports
that subject during his stay' in Milan from 1941 to 1945 procured money illicitly
br charging large sums for the issuing of licenses to Italian businessmen.
Though not in possession of proof, DeIvauz reports that Melsener was also
involved in the printing of false American currency. In August 1944 Miaow
was supposed to be transferred to Spain, but after an interview with von
Ribbentrop in Berlin, was returned to Italy. In 1943 at Brba, province of
Conee-a trainload of cars wan ploundered by Italians and Meissner personally
received from the loot a number of Red Cross neater's, supposed to have
been delivered to British prisoners of war. Three out of a great number
of empty cartons found under the roof of 'the subject's house are being for.
warded with the original of this report. In January 1944 the subject under
the throat of sending his uncle to a German concentration caw, forced his
uncle Delvauz to sign papers which transferred title of subject's bowie
and land at Limonta, Benzes, to the name of count Giannino Citterio.
Delvaux verified the fact that subject had regularly been stationed in Milan
from 1941 to the present, but aside from above indicated information could
not state that the subject had been involved in intelligence or counter
intelligence operations.

7. Interview with Dr. Herbert Scholz, German Consular 'Official,
verified the fact that subject was sent to Milan in a consular capacity at
the end of 1941 and that his duties there, were those of chief of the
Information and Propaganda branch of the German Consulate in Milan.

S. Interview with France Brenni, Swiss Consul in Como, revealed that
subject has been in Milan and Come area for abOut three and a half years
and during that time Meissner has not been in Switzerland to the knowledge
of Mr. Brenni, nor does he know of any other Hans Meisener in Switzerland.

Mrs. Meissner between 1941 and 1945 has been in Switzerland on one Or two

occasions, when Mrs. Meissner's daughter was sent to live in Switzerland.

COWDEN uiL

BEST AVAI BLE COPY



CONFIDENTIAL
Dreamt describes Meissner as distinctly a confirmed nazi who, on one occasion
when other diplomats walked sway from a description of anti-jewish.atrocities,
remained to applaud the stories. Subject was a proud nazi, who wore his
SS unifiers regularly up to two or three months ago when the German situation
in Italy started to become critical. Brenni does not know of any .espionage
or counter-espionage aotivities in which Meissner WV have been involved.
He added that subject personally feared and disliked by hie co‘workers,
would not have been-entrusted with such duties, because of the power which
might go with such a post.

9. Agents' Notes, These agents note that subject was personally
disliked by a 11 above named informants including his uncle. Boiever thee*
agents believe that the facts are substantially as given. These fiats,
verified by personal interview with subject, reveal that he is Of nazi sentiments,
oonvinced of the justice of German war aims and still prepared to conttnuo
the propagation of German aims in whatever manner possible. The only
indication of espionage or counter.ipenn*anage activities, aside from his
propaganda duties at the Consulate is the subject's own admission that he
,was employed by Gorman counter*intelligence (immgmbly between :une and Nev.
1941) recruiting Allied prisoners of war to work against their respective
countries.

N.T. Ellison	 N.M. Ned
Special Agent GIG	 Special Agent Gm
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